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A fire last week has brought attention to efforts
to restore a once-bustling Richmond community.

REBIRTH ON
BROAD STREET
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opened in an old Broad Street furniture store in October.

BY JOE MACENKA AND OLYMPIA MEOLA

Tves-Disparca Stare Warrens

here's a movement growing on West Broad Street in Richmond,
amid boarded-up storefronts and littered alleys where the bome-
less rummage through trash bins.

One by one, developers are leveling or renovating buildings that
once helped form the core of a shopping and dining destination along a
five-block stretch of West Broad, and turning them into art gnllenes.
restaurants, offices, apartments and shops.

The goal, according to those who
work and live there, is to breathe life
into a formerly bustling commercial
corridor that has been sitting largely
stagnant for years, caught between
two of Richmond's more prominent
development hot spots.

The efforts to restore the nej
borhood came into focus last
when an abandoned building at 323
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re that
and caused significant damage to a
pair of neighboring businesses.

Sound oans:c. at 321 W. Broad
St., had equipment damage that
could total in the hundreds of thou-

sands of dollars. The 1708 Gallery
at 319 W. Broad St. had water dam-
age in the basement and a dusting of
soot on the art works.

“It’s such a shame,” said Kathy
Emerson, who operates Quirk Gal-
lery at 311 W. Broad St. “Those are
two of our best neighbors, You hate
to see something like that happen to
such good people,”

The neighborhood is sandwiched.
Immediately to the west is Virginia
Commomwealth University, which is
mushrooming into one of the fast-
est-growing campuses in the nation,

SEE BROAD, PAGEAL2 >
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M Developers see historic gems, much potential along Hull Street. Real EM, Page 'z
= Take a look at Broad Street revitalization and hear commentary about the work in progress, TimesDispatch.com
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